Merkel cell carcinoma.
Merkel cell carcinoma is an unusual primary cutaneous tumor with an aggressive biologic nature. Following surgical treatment, 40% of patients have local recurrences develop, 55% have regional lymph node metastases develop, and 49% have distant metastases develop. We have treated four patients with Merkel cell carcinoma; only one of the four patients was alive and well after 2 years. Two patients died of metastatic disease, one at 11 months following initial treatment and one at 39 months. The fourth patient had a rapid recurrence following initial treatment and is currently in remission following chemotherapy for regional metastases. Recent reports indicate that chemotherapy may be helpful in treating patients with recurrent or metastatic Merkel cell carcinoma.